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We would like to congratulate and thank Mrs. Francois Hampson for her clear and 
thought provoking paper on this path-breaking issue. 

We have been following the discussions under the auspices of the UNCSD on Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS), and concur with Mrs. Hampson that this particular issue 
has not yet been substantively discussed, especially as it relates to human rights of 
indigenous peoples. 

In listing our organization to speak on Agenda Item 6(f) , it was primarily to indicate that 
Tebtebba Foundation is prepared to work with indigenous peoples in the Philippines, 
particularly those communities in Palawan islands, whose ancestral domains, cover not 
only the land, but also the seas, about the possibility of reporting on the impact of 
environmental changes on their territories at a future session. 

We do note however, that global environmental changes, notably Climate Change, has 
tremendous impacts on indigenous peoples rights and livelihoods all over the world. We 
are aware of detailed research work being carried out in collaboration with indigenous 
peoples on Climate Change in the Arctic, and increasingly work on the implications of 
desertification on indigenous peoples in Africa. 

While fully appreciating the path-breaking significance of her present study, which must 
be completed, we also echo Mr. Yokota 's statement earlier, about the possibility of 
expanding the coverage of her study to make it a global report on the human rights 
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Situation of indigenous peoples threatened for environmental reasons. Perhaps, the 
broader coverage could constitute the next phase of this important work. 

This broader coverage would enjoy broad collaboration and support from indigenous 
peoples who are active on this issue. 


